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The earth is  
the Lord’s 

David Attenborough has made 
millions of people more aware 
of the beauty and fragility of 
our environment, not least in 
the recent Blue Planet II TV 
series. The sight of ocean-

going birds dying from feeding on washed up plastic 
is heartbreaking. Fish too are ingesting microscopic 
plastic refuse. 

How shall we pray so that our careless, life-
extinguishing co-operation with consumer demand 
and supply turns into new and healthy behaviour?

We can start with the Psalmist: “The earth is the Lord’s 
and the fullness thereof, the world and those who 
dwell therein.” 24:1 

As stewards of God’s creation we are responsible for 
its nurture and dependent on its provision. It will take 
a huge change of mind and habit to choose products 
that do not have creation-abusing packaging. The 
use of plastic bags is diminishing. Now is the time 
to reduce our use of plastic containers and utensils 
too. We can also check that our local recycling 
arrangements are genuine. 

I am often reminded that individuals are powerless in 
the face of economic forces. Here is one area where 
personal and family choices can make a difference. 

Jesus has command of the wind and the sea. In our 
discipleship of the Saviour let us follow his lead in 
caring for the world that he loves. 

The Rt Revd David Urquhart 
Bishop of Birmingham

Welcome to
Praying Together
Welcome to the Praying Together booklet.

Our thanks to all those who have had an input into the thinking that 
has gone into the design and layout.

Here’s how it works...

Sunday entries (left-hand 
page) highlight certain 
aspects of church life or a 
national or global campaign. 
These are followed by daily 
prayers from all over  
the diocese.

You’ll notice some days 
have a name next to them. 

These are the names 
of people down the 
centuries who are 
champions of the 
faith and who we 
remember on these 

days. If you have 
some extra time, why not 

do some research into who 
they are and what they did?

The Anglican Communion 
encompasses a rich array 
of countries (165!) and 
cultures. This Anglican 

Diary enables us to feel connected in prayer to 
Archbishops, Bishops and our fellow Christians 

all over the globe.

Praying Together is a booklet to be used daily. Do continue to feed 
back to the team who produce it how you want it to look and what 
you want it to contain. Specific prayer suggestions can be submitted 
by following this link: www.cofe.io/PT



FRI 30

Today, we pray for all those who are taking part in Walks of 
Witness across the diocese. We pray that these public acts of 
witness will enable others to come to faith. We pray for those 
Christians in troubled parts of the world who are in fear of their 
lives as they witness to their faith.

SAT 31

Prayers are asked for a good harvest in Malawi. The rains have 
been late this year which means that many families have seen 
their crops fail. We pray for the various charities that are working 
to bring about long term solutions to farmers affected by  
erratic rainfall. 

Anglican Communion
Sunday 25 Mar The Most Revd Suheil Dawani Archbishop, Jerusalem 
& the Middle East & Archbishop in Jerusalem

Monday 26 Mar Bukavu - (Congo) The Rt Revd Sylvestre Bahati

Tuesday 27 Mar Bukedi - (Uganda) The Rt Revd Samuel Egesa

Wednesday 28 Mar Bukuru - (Jos, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Jwan Zhumbes

Thursday 29 Mar Bunbury - (Western Australia, Australia) The Rt 
Revd Alan Ewing

Friday 30 Mar Bungoma - (Kenya) The Revd George Mechumo

Saturday 31 Mar Bunyoro-Kitara - (Uganda) The Rt Revd Samuel 
Kahuma; Busoga - (Uganda) The Rt Revd Paul Moses  
Samson Naimanhye

25-31 Mar WED 28

Pray for St Chad, Sutton Coldfield as it comes to the end of the 
celebrations for its 90th year; joining with them in giving thanks 
for all that has been good over the years, and as they start to 
think about the future shape of the church and what their vision 
should be.

THU 29

As clergy, religious and lay ministers gather today in the Cathedral 
with Bishop David and Bishop Anne to renew their vows, please 
pray that they may be renewed and blessed in their vocations  
of service.

MON 26

We welcome the Revd Calvert Prentis as he takes up the post of 
Diocesan Director of Ordinands. We give thanks for the work of 
the Interim DDO team – Ven Dr David Lee, Revd Emma Sykes and 
Revd Paul Hinton and pray for a seamless handover and a new 
and fruitful chapter in this key ministry amongst those exploring a 
possible vocation to ordination.

TUE 27

A team of eight people from St Thomas, Garrets Green attended 
Open the Book training with Birmingham City Mission earlier 
this month. Please pray for the team to develop in confidence, 
skills and resources as they prepare to give local primary school 
children the opportunity to experience the major stories of the 
Bible during their collective worship.

Sunday 25 March
St Mary the Virgin, Temple Balsall
The Revd Kathy Lloyd 
Roberts writes:

We pray for all who are 
part of this community: 
for those who worship, for 
those older people who 
come to live here in Lady 
Katherine Housing and 
Care, for those who come 
to school at Lady Katherine 
Church of England School, 
for those who care and for 
those who teach and their families, for all who visit to 
enjoy the historic and beautiful setting of this place. 

We pray for those drawn from this community who 
have recently been confirmed. May God strengthen all 
who seek to serve this and the wider community. May 
all know the comfort of God’s love.

Palm Sunday



FRI 6

Mrs Diana Hopkins, Children’s Pastor, St John’s, Harborne writes: 
Please pray for the children’s and youth ministries at St John’s, 
who support families in faith-sharing. Please pray particularly 
for those who have participated in the recent Parenting for Faith 
course. The desire is to see parents equipped and empowered to 
share faith with their children.

SAT 7

The Revd Douglas Machiridza, St Andrew, Handsworth writes: 
Please pray for the community of Handsworth, a community that 
has experienced two stabbing deaths recently that have taken 
place a few metres from the church, which is a place of hope, life 
and sustenance. We pray that St Andrew’s Church will continue to 
be a pillar of strength in this diverse, multi-faith parish. 

Anglican Communion
Monday 02 Apr Butare - (Rwanda) The Rt Revd Nathan Gasatura

Tuesday 03 Apr Butere - (Kenya) The Rt Revd Timothy Wambunya

Wednesday 04 Apr Buye - (Burundi) The Rt Revd Sixbert Macumi

Thursday 05 Apr Byumba - (Rwanda) The Rt Revd  
Emmanuel Ngendahayo

Friday 06 Apr Calabar - (Niger Delta, Nigeria) The Rt Revd  
Tunde Adeleye

Saturday 07 Apr Calcutta - (North India) The Rt Revd Ashoke Biswas

1-7 Apr WED 4

Please pray for the Busy Hands Quilters group who meet at St 
James Hill. This Mothers’ Union funded group will celebrate their 
first anniversary today. The group is made up of MU and non-
church members who make activity quilts for people living with 
dementia and those recovering from strokes. May all who use the 
quilts at Good Hope Hospital find comfort and peace. 

THU 5

Pray for the ministry of ChaplaincyPlus amongst financial services 
staff, particularly those who are feeling stressed by the financial 
year end. We pray for those with responsibility for  
church finances.

MON 2

In communion with Anglicans around the world, we pray for the 
environment at the start of the month, praying especially for 
the initiatives from government and others to reduce the use of 
plastic packaging for food. We pray that reusable bottles and 
coffee cups can reduce single use plastic. We pray for initiatives 
to reduce plastic waste in the seas and oceans.

TUE 3

The Revd Duncan Strathie, St Mary, Moseley writes: Throughout 
Lent we have been developing our focus on wholeness, healing 
and wellbeing as we look for ways to share the reconciling love 
of God with the bruised and wounded of Moseley. Please pray for 
us as we go forward.

Sunday 1 April
Birmingham Cathedral

Today Bishop David will preside and preach at  
the cathedral.

Living God, we give you thanks and praise for 
Birmingham Cathedral, the mother church of our 
diocese and for three hundred years a visible presence 
of your glory in the heart of our city. May you bless its 
ministry and mission to the people of Birmingham and 
beyond - that many may “Come and See”. Help it to 
be a place of pilgrimage, prayer and transformation; 
a centre of excellence for preaching and learning and 
for music; that it may be a sign and symbol of the unity 
of your people. May all at the cathedral be helped to 
proclaim in worship, work and word the transformative 
love of the Gospel, to the praise of Jesus Christ  
our Saviour.

Easter Day



FRI 13

Please pray for Lizzie Gawen, the Mission Apprentice Co-
ordinator, who has joined the Mission Learning and Development 
team at One Colmore Row. We pray for God’s wisdom in 
preparing for the Mission Apprentice Scheme, and discernment in 
the recruitment of new parishes and Apprentices to the scheme, 
in time for September 2018.

SAT 14

The Revd Nick Ladd writes: Please pray for final year curates 
who will be seeking the way for their next step in ministry; for 
second-year curates preparing for the assessments that come 
mid-way through their curacies; and for first-year curates who are 
preparing for ordination as priests. Pray for God’s presence with 
them and for wisdom and discernment.

Anglican Communion
Sunday 08 Apr The Most Revd James Richard Wong Yin Song 
Archbishop, Province of Indian Ocean & Bishop of the Seychelles
Monday 09 Apr Caledonia - (British Columbia & the Yukon, Canada) 
The Revd David TJ Lehmann; Calgary - (Rupert’s Land, Canada) The 
Most Revd Gregory Kerr-Wilson
Tuesday 10 Apr California - (VIII, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd 
Marc Andrus
Wednesday 11 Apr Cameroon - (West Africa) The Rt Revd Dibo Elango
Thursday 12 Apr Canberra & Goulburn - (NSW, Australia) The Rt 
Revd Stuart Robinson; Canberra & Goulburn - The Rt Revd Stephen 
Pickard; Canberra & Goulburn - The Rt Revd Trevor Edwards
Friday 13 Apr The Most Revd and Rt Hon Justin Welby Archbishop of 
Canterbury; Canterbury - Dover - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd 
Trevor Willmott; Canterbury - Ebbsfleet - (Canterbury, England) The 
Rt Revd Jonathan Goodall; Canterbury - Maidstone - (Canterbury, 
England) The Rt Revd Roderick Charles Howell Thomas; Canterbury - 
Richborough - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd Norman Banks
Saturday 14 Apr Cape Coast - (Ghana, West Africa) The Rt Revd 
Victor Atta-Baffoe

8-14 Apr WED 11

Please pray for the parish of St Peter, Bickenhill as they continue 
talks with the parish council and Highways England over the 
consultation of the M42 junction 6 redevelopment. Much of the 
green space around the church and church hall may be taken, 
leaving less for children and adults to enjoy. 

THU 12

Please pray for the parish of St George, Edgbaston as they seek 
to implement a refreshed vision for mission, witness and service 
developed through this year’s Lent course. Please pray that they 
may discover new ways and energy for being a place of sanctuary 
for all who come, true servants of their community and a living 
signpost to the good news of the love of God for the world.

MON 9

The Revd Canon Ian Shelton retired in January from St Giles, 
Rowley Regis. The Wardens, P.C.C. and church family of St Giles 
ask for your prayers for the interregnum; that the Lord will quickly 
fill the vacancy and that in the meantime they will be enabled to 
get on with the job.

William Law, Priest, Spiritual Writer, 1761TUE 10

The Revd Paul Tullett, St Peter and St Paul, Water Orton ask for 
prayers for continuing good communication to worshippers 
about ‘Transforming Church’. Prayers are particularly sought for 
members of the congregation to consider their own calling to 
practical ministry and that their gifts might be recognised and 
valued by the whole community.

Sunday 8 April
150 Anniversary
The Revd Dr Richard 
Sudworth, Christ Church, 
Sparkbrook writes: 

It was a real joy to 
celebrate the 150 year 
anniversary of the Christ 
Church parish when many 
old friends of the church, 
including previous clergy, 
joined us for a celebration 
and shared meal. Our 
prayer is that those who are exploring the Christian 
faith will make a decisive step to be baptised.

We have recently reviewed our worship and have 
been making extra efforts to work at songs that 
include other languages and modeling sermons that 
communicate via storytelling. Our prayer is that the 
people who join us from widely varying religious and 
cultural backgrounds will grow in understanding of the 
Christian story.

Easter 2



FRI 20

Please pray for those leaders who are planting a new church 
in Minworth, and for the congregation. Pray for the leadership 
team’s vision in planning, in their listening to and serving their 
local community, and being shaped by the gospel in discipleship.

Anselm, Abbot of Le Bec, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Teacher of the Faith, 1109SAT 21

Birmingham Mothers’ Union will come together in the Cathedral 
for their annual Diocesan Festival service today. Pray that it will 
be a time of true fellowship with a firm commitment to follow in 
Mary Sumner’s footsteps, and to go forward rejoicing and to share 
the love of God with the world He came to save. 

Anglican Communion
Sunday 15 Apr The Church of Ireland The Most Revd Richard Lionel 
Clarke Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan

Monday 16 Apr Carlisle - (York, England) The Rt Revd James Scobie 
Newcome; Carlisle - (York, England) The Rt Revd Robert Freeman

Tuesday 17 Apr Cashel & Ossory - (Dublin, Ireland) The Rt Revd 
Michael Andrew James Burrows

Wednesday 18 Apr Central Buganda - (Uganda) The Rt Revd  
Michael Lubowa

Thursday 19 Apr The Most Revd Thabo Makgoba Archbishop of 
Capetown and Primate of Southern Africa; Cape Town - Table Bay - 
(Southern Africa) The Rt Revd Garth Counsell

Friday 20 Apr Central Busoga - (Uganda) The Rt Revd Patrick Wakula

Saturday 21 Apr Central Ecuador - (XI, The Episcopal Church) The Rt 
Revd Victor Scantlebury

15-21 Apr WED 18

The National Estates Church Network has its Conference at 
Birmingham Cathedral today: ‘Tooled Up; The Craft of Estates 
Ministry’. Please pray for all Estate Churches that they may be 
equipped for mission and service. Pray for all clergy and lay 
leaders for continued resilience, imagination and refreshment.

Alphege, Archbishop of Canterbury, Martyr, 1012THU 19

Please pray for Bishop David and the other members of the 
Banking Standards Board as they meet today. This independent 
body was created to promote high standards of behaviour and 
competence across the UK banking industry. We pray for wisdom 
and honest understanding of the issues that need to be addressed.

MON 16

The Revd Penny Harrison, St Leonard, Marston Green writes: 
Today, term begins for many children across the diocese. We pray 
that in this busy term and through the work we engage in with 
our two schools, the children in this community will find a place 
of welcome in church and encounter the love of God through 
shared activities and conversations.

TUE 17

Please pray for the ministry of bell ringers, at the cathedral and 
all the other bell ringing teams across the diocese; that they may 
be blessed as they call people to worship and ring out the glory of 
God in our communities. 

Sunday 15 April
Kings Heath
Emily Hoe, Children and 
Families Missioner, Kings 
Heath writes:

Thank you, God, for the 
success we’ve had in enabling 
families from the community 
to come through the church 
doors and enjoy themselves. 
Please help us to build long-
lasting relationships with 
them and encourage them to experience God’s love for 
themselves. We give thanks for the Harry Potter Day, 
and for the Prayer activities undertaken and pray that 
these had an impact on all who took part. 

Please pray for ‘smAll Saints’, the new baby group, for 
the opportunities that this offers to share faith and care 
with young families. Pray for our busy Christian families 
in all they’re doing, and the way they live out their faith 
day to day at school, at work and at home as well as in 
the community and with friends and strangers. 

Easter 3



FRI 27

Claire Wesley, Prison Chaplain, HMP Birmingham writes: Prison 
Visitors visit prisoners who otherwise would have no contact with 
the outside world. There is currently a shortage of visitors so few 
prisoners now have this vital contact. Please pray for the existing 
Visitors and that more will feel God’s calling to this vital ministry. 

SAT 28

Today, Bishop Anne is the keynote speaker at the Presence and 
Engagement Churches Training Day at St Peter’s Church, Hall 
Green. We pray for all those parishes with substantial populations 
of one or more different faith communities, as they come 
together to think about how to build their churches in worship, 
leadership and discipleship.

Anglican Communion
Sunday 22 Apr The Nippon Sei Ko Kai (The Anglican Communion 
in Japan) The Most Revd Nathaniel Makoto Uematsu Primate of The 
Nippon Sei Ko Kai & Bishop of Hokkaido

Monday 23 Apr Central Florida - (IV, The Episcopal Church) The Rt 
Revd Gregory Brewer; Central Gulf Coast - (IV, The Episcopal Church) 
The Rt Revd Russell Kendrick

Tuesday 24 Apr Central Newfoundland - (Canada, Canada) The Rt 
Revd John Watton

Wednesday 25 Apr Central Philippines - (Philippines) The Rt Revd 
Dixie Copanut Taclobao

Thursday 26 Apr Central New York - (II, The Episcopal Church) The 
Rt Revd DeDe Duncan-Probe

Friday 27 Apr Central Solomons - (Melanesia) The Rt Revd Ben Seka

Saturday 28 Apr Central Tanganyika - (Tanzania) The Rt Revd 
Dickson Chilongani

22-28 Apr Mark the EvangelistWED 25

The Revd Stuart Dimes, Hampton in Arden writes: Give thanks for 
the many marriage couples who ask us to be part of their special 
day. Pray for those who lead and help at the services that we 
would remain real, relevant and not worn out by this ministry. 
May each couple feel God’s presence not just on the day but for 
their whole lives together.

THU 26

Pray for our employed and volunteer youth workers across the 
diocese that they would be encouraged in their ministry. Pray for 
all their relationships with young people and for opportunities for 
faith building conversations as they seek to point young people 
to Jesus.

George, Martyr, Patron of England, c.304MON 23

The Revd Janet Knox, St Boniface, Quinton writes: We thank God 
for the Start course, for those who participated recently, for those 
who will attend the next one and for the forthcoming Alpha 
course. Please pray that all will encounter Jesus and deepen in 
their faith. Please also continue to pray for plans and finances as 
the issue of asbestos in our roof is addressed.

TUE 24

The Diocesan Education Team writes: Please pray for the planned 
Church of England secondary free school. Despite the disruptions 
that a new building can create in an area, please pray that the 
advent of the new school community will offer hope and be a 
blessing to the neighbourhood.

Sunday 22 April
Handsworth

The Revd Douglas Machiridza, St Andrew, Handsworth. 

We pray for Robert Harvey, Chestnut Lodge and 
Sharmway Houses, nursing and care homes associated 
with the Handsworth Group of churches. We pray for 
the staff that they may provide loving care and support 
to the occupants of these homes. May the homes be 
places of restoration, rejuvenation and wholeness. We 
pray also for the good management of these homes. 

We pray for all the care homes across the diocese, 
remembering particularly members of congregations 
who are residents and who can no longer get to church 
because of infirmity. We pray that their spiritual needs 
are met well and that they can continue to feel a 
valued part of their church community. 

Easter 4



English Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation EraFRI 4

The Rev Paul Day, Shirley Parish asks: Please pray for our work 
with children and young people across this parish, including Open 
the Book, Messy Church, school assemblies and the 4 o’clock 
login service. Pray for us as we seek to develop the existing links 
and establish new links with the schools in Shirley.

SAT 5

The Revd John Bridge, Emmanuel, Wylde Green asks: Please pray 
for our new ventures at Emmanuel; for Messy Church, the quiz 
night, Friday morning open church and Bible studies. Please pray 
that through these we may reach out to our community in Wylde 
Green and draw people into God’s presence.

Anglican Communion
Sunday 29 Apr The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & The Middle East 
The Most Revd Suheil DawaniArchbishop, Jerusalem & the Middle 
East & Archbishop in Jerusalem
Monday 30 Apr Central Zambia - (Central Africa) The Rt Revd Derek 
Gary Kamukwamba; Central Zimbabwe - (Central Africa) The Rt Revd 
Ishmael Mukuwanda
Tuesday 01 May Chandigarh - (North India) The Rt Revd Younas Massey
Wednesday 02 May Central Pennsylvania - (III, The Episcopal 
Church) The Rt Revd Audrey Scanlan
Thursday 03 May Chelmsford - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd 
Stephen Geoffrey Cottrell; Chelmsford - Barking - (Canterbury, 
England) The Rt Revd Peter Hill; Chelmsford - Bradwell - (Canterbury, 
England) Vacant; Chelmsford - Colchester - (Canterbury, England) The 
Rt Revd Anthony Brett Morris
Friday 04 May Chester - (York, England) The Rt Revd Peter Robert 
Forster; Chester - Birkenhead - (York, England) The Rt Revd Keith 
Sinclair; Chester - Stockport - (York, England) The Rt Revd Libby Lane
Saturday 05 May Chhattisgarh - (North India) The Rt Revd Purna Sagar Nag

29 Apr-5 May Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria,  
Teacher of the Faith, 373WED 2

The Revd Roger Sheppard, St Benedict, Bordesley writes: Please 
pray for the small and mainly elderly congregation as they 
struggle with the challenge of maintaining large and deteriorating 
buildings (church and hall), whilst meeting all their financial 
obligations. Heavenly Father, strengthen your faithful servants as 
they seek to be your witnesses to those who surround them. May 
they be open to your guidance. 

THU 3

The 2018 local Council elections take place today. Pray that all 
those standing to be Councillors will have integrity and a desire to 
serve their community. Pray for all those working for Birmingham 
and Solihull councils with reduced budgets and uncertain futures. 
Pray for the Chaplains supporting Council staff.

MON 30

Today, please pray the Transforming Church Prayer, for all 
churches in our diocese: Sovereign God, In Christ you make 
all things new. Clothe us with power from on high. That with 
generous lives and hearts on fire, we might work with you, to 
grow your church and transform your world. To you be glory 
through Jesus our Lord.

Philip and James, ApostlesTUE 1

We pray for the environment at the start of the month, remembering 
the many large companies that have Annual Shareholder Meetings 
this month. We pray for Exxon and other fossil fuel companies who 
are planning to make disclosures about how a 2 degree temperature 
rise limit will impact their business plans.

Sunday 29 April
Mothers’ Union 
Mothers’ Union Listens, 
Observes and Acts

Over the past few months 
the Mothers’ Union in 
Birmingham has been 
part of a pilot project 
initiated by Mary Sumner 
House to explore with 
members and supporters 
what it means to be a 
Mothers’ Union member 
and importantly, whose lives are touched, what 
differences are made and how these differences 
are made. The principles of listening to God, each 
other and the marginalized have been embraced. As 
present successes are celebrated, and past mistakes 
are acknowledged, please pray for discernment of the 
future role and mission of the Mothers’ Union. 

Please pray for all involved in the ongoing commitment 
to this initiative in more than 80 countries across the 
world.

Easter 5



FRI 11

We pray for all churches and individuals collecting items for the 
Malawi container to be loaded in Birmingham tomorrow. We 
remember in prayer also those involved in the administration and 
loading of the container and give thanks for all the work they 
undertake in Christian love. 

SAT 12

This weekend people from our Diocese, alongside others, are 
attending a silent retreat at Shallowford House near Stafford with 
the theme, ‘Do not be afraid: Peace be with you’. Pray that the 
retreatants will be blessed by the Holy Spirit and strengthened for 
their lives of discipleship, and for Rob Hingley and Juliet Fletcher, 
the leaders.

Anglican Communion
Sunday 06 May The Anglican Church of Kenya The Most Revd 
Jackson Ole Sapit Primate and Archbishop of All Kenya

Monday 07 May Chicago - (V, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd 
Jeffrey Lee

Tuesday 08 May Chichester - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd 
Martin Warner; Chichester - Horsham - (Canterbury, England) The Rt 
Revd Mark Sowerby; Chichester - Lewes - (Canterbury, England) The 
Revd Richard Charles Jackson

Wednesday 09 May Chile - (South America) The Rt Revd Hector 
Zavala Muñoz; Suffragan Bishop of Chile - (South America) The Rt 
Revd Abelino Manuel Apeleo

Friday 11 May Chotanagpur - (North India) The Rt Revd B Baskey

Saturday 12 May Christ the King - (Southern Africa) The Rt Revd 
William Mostert

6-12 May WED 9

The Area Deans meet today. We pray for them in their special 
role of leadership within their deaneries as the changes that 
are involved in the implementation of the Diocesan strategy of 
People and Places begin to happen.

THU 10

Please pray with Bishop David as we join in with the ‘Thy Kingdom 
Come’ global wave of prayer. The Archbishop of Canterbury is 
calling Christians to pray specifically over the next 10 days that 
their friends and families come to know the love of Jesus, during 
this special time between Ascension and Pentecost. Let us be 
transformed through our prayer, be encouraged by the Holy Spirit 
and be effective witnesses to Jesus Christ.

MON 7

The Revd Anne Ladd , St Bartholomew, Allens Cross writes: 
Today, St Bartholomew’s Church celebrates its 80th Anniversary. 
We thank God for his faithfulness over the years and pray for 
our continuing engagement with our local community. May we 
continue to build positive partnerships in our community as we 
see God’s mission unfold.

Julian of Norwich, Spiritual Writer, c.1417TUE 8

Br John, Society of St Francis writes: The Brothers of the Society 
of St Francis are sharing their home in Summerfield with a few 
destitute asylum seekers and other homeless men. Please pray 
for transformation in all our lives to the glory of God and his 
kingdom, and for fruitful partnerships with other organisations  
in Birmingham.

Sunday 6 May
Solihull Parish
The Revd Simon Marshall, 
Solihull Parish writes: As part 
of our work in making and 
growing disciples, we have two 
exciting events in the parish 
in May. Next Sunday, a group 
of children will be admitted to 
receive communion for the first 
time. This is always a special 
event in the parish, which 
marks a significant step in the 
faith journey of our younger 
members and their families. 
Please pray for the children, their families and those 
leading the First Communion course as they look 
forward to this event. 

On the 20th May, we look forward to the confirmation 
of those who attended our adult discipleship course, 
Just Explore. Please pray for those who will be 
confirmed, their families, sponsors and the church 
community who will support and welcome them.

 We pray for all who have recently been confirmed or 
are preparing for Confirmation across the diocese.

Easter 6



FRI 18

Mr Ian Crockford, St Michael, Hall Green writes: We ask for 
prayers for our work with families and young people; for the mid-
week Stay and Play sessions for carers and toddlers, for Junior 
Saints Friday evening group craft/games and for F W T; the new 
monthly Sunday worship service for all.

Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury, Restorer of 
Monastic Life, 988SAT 19

The Revd Catherine Grylls, The Ascension, Stirchley writes: We 
are holding a Vision Day today as we seek to discern how God is 
calling us to be church, with other local Christians, particularly 
on the estate. Please pray with and for us, that we may listen for 
God’s leading with courage and grace.

Anglican Communion
Sunday 13 May The Anglican Centre in Rome; Christchurch - 
(Aotearoa NZ & Polynesia) The Rt Revd Victoria Matthews

Monday 14 May Chubu - (Japan) The Rt Revd Peter Ichiro Shibusawa

Tuesday 15 May Clogher - (Armagh, Ireland) The Rt Revd John McDowell

Wednesday 16 May Cochin - (South India) The Rt Revd Baker Ninan 
Fenn; Coimbatore - (South India) The Rt Revd Timothy Ravinder

Thursday 17 May Colombia - (XI, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd 
Francisco Duque

Friday 18 May Connor - (Armagh, Ireland) The Rt Revd Alan  
Francis Abernethy

Saturday 19 May Cork, Cloyne & Ross - (Dublin, Ireland) The Rt Revd 
William Paul Colton

13-19 May WED 16

The Revd Patrick Gerard writes: Please pray for St Mary, Lapworth 
as the cluster Confirmation Service takes place there this 
evening with Bishop Maurice Sinclair. We pray that more people 
will become interested in Confirmation and in receiving Holy 
Communion. We pray that the change to the pattern of services 
planned from the end of the month will make worship more 
accessible and attractive to new people.

THU 17

The Revd Jim Cox, St Mary, Selly Oak writes: We pray for all those 
coming to get married here this year and those who are renewing 
their vows, giving thanks for the diverse ways in which we can 
serve the people of the wider parish by making Christ known in 
acts of kindness and acceptance.

Matthias the ApostleMON 14

The Revd Mike Sermon, St Paul, Blackheath writes: Much of the 
last year has involved extensive repair work on the church. We 
give thanks for those who have partnered us in this, including 
financial support received from members of our community 
and different local groups. May this holy space continue to be 
cherished and lead many to a closer walk with Jesus. 

TUE 15

The Revd Linda Granner, Jaguar Land Rover, Solihull. asks for 
prayer as she continues to visit the Solihull JLR site, to reach 
any who work on the site who need support or prayer. With the 
ongoing Brexit discussions, this continues to be a time of unrest 
and uncertainty affecting all who trade in Europe. 

Sunday 13 May
Annual Memorial Service
The Revd Paul Nash, 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital 
Chaplaincy writes:

Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital’s Annual Memorial 
Service is held at St Chad’s 
Cathedral today. All families 
who have lost a child three 
months or more before this 
date are Invited to the service. 
Up to 300 members of families 
attend, some returning year 
after year to remember and 
honour their child. Families are invited to submit a 
poem or reflection on their child and all of these are 
compiled into a booklet as well as some of them 
being read out. There are special activities for children 
attending and personalised candles and prayer leaves 
for each child represented. Please pray for the families 
and for the chaplains and other staff who plan, lead 
and offer support to the families at the service and over 
refreshments back at the Hospital. 

Ascension Sunday



The Venerable Bede, Monk at Jarrow, Scholar, 
Historian, 735FRI 25

The Reverend Lucille Arlidge, St Matthew with St Chad, Warley 
writes: Holy God, Creator Almighty, we thank you for all your 
love. Bless your people with the gifts of your spirit that we may 
share the good news of your Son with those we meet. Bring forth 
your kingdom starting in each one of us. 

SAT 26

The Revd Dominic Wright, St Margaret, Olton writes: Please pray 
for us as we seek to build up our youth work. Pray that we may 
become a truly intergenerational witness to the gospel where 
young and old feel welcome and loved. Please pray for our primary 
school as our well loved head teacher retires in the summer.

Anglican Communion
Sunday 20 May Colorado - (VI, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd 
Robert O’Neill

Monday 21 May Costa Rica - (Central America) Vacant

Tuesday 22 May Coventry - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd 
Christopher Cocksworth; Coventry - (Canterbury, England) The Rt 
Revd John Stroyan

Wednesday 23 May Connecticut - (I, The Episcopal Church) The 
Rt Revd Ian Douglas; 1. Suffragan Bishop of Connecticut - (I, The 
Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Laura Ahrens; 2. Suffragan Bishop 
elect of Connecticut - (I, The Episcopal Church) Vacant

Thursday 24 May Cueibet - (Bahr El Ghazal, South Sudan) The Rt 
Revd Elijah Matueny Awet

Friday 25 May Cuernavaca - (Mexico) The Rt Revd Enrique Treviño Cruz

Saturday 26 May Curitiba - (Brazil) The Rt Revd Naudal Alves Gomes

20-26 May WED 23

The Revd Canon Rob Fieldson, Cofton Hackett and Barnt Green 
writes: There are exciting developments in children’s ministry 
under our CFM Jenny Cavendish. Please pray for midweek ‘Jam’ 
and ‘Toast’ groups, and for deepening links with our church 
school. Pray also for Sunday afternoon Messy Church and Cafe 
Church from which we plan to plant a congregation in a large 
new housing development in the parish.

John and Charles Wesley, Evangelists, Hymn 
Writers, 1791 and 1788THU 24

The Revd Julie Humphries, St. Patrick, Salter Street writes: We 
pray for the areas of outreach that we are engaged in. Please 
pray for the adult craft club which not only provides a place for 
adults to meet and engage in craft activities but is beginning to be 
accessed by adults with learning difficulties. May this fellowship 
be enriching for all. 

MON 21

The Revd Gary Birchall, St Michael, Boldmere asks: Please pray for 
us as we look at ways of developing ongoing links with people 
who have been married and baptised at this church.

TUE 22

The Revd Mark Earey, The Queen’s Foundation writes: At this 
time of year our leavers are finishing off their academic work and 
preparing for their ordination as deacons. Please pray for them 
as they prepare for curacies, some locally and some around the 
country, and for staff as reports are prepared for the  
leavers’ bishops.

Sunday 20 May
Wedding Fair
The Revd Becky Stephens, 
The Whitacres, Lea  
Marston and  
Shustoke writes: 

In 2018 we hope to create 
better relationships with 
our wedding couples, as 
well as increasing the 
number of weddings held 
in our churches. We have 
recently been to a local Wedding Fair and this weekend 
we are holding our own Wedding Fair and Parish Open 
Weekend. All our churches will be open and local 
organisations will be joining us to share information 
about their wedding venues and services. Please pray 
that we will have the opportunity to share God’s love 
to many couples who are planning their  
weddings locally.

Pentecost



Justin, Martyr at Rome, c.165FRI 1

We pray for groups working together for Britain in Bloom projects 
and awards. We pray that the projects can build up community 
participation, environmental responsibility and people’s sense of 
ownership of their local environment. We pray for the Community 
Litter Pick planned by St Peter’s Maney for later this month.

SAT 2

St Philip, Dorridge and St James, Bentley Heath are preparing 
for their annual Fun Run tomorrow. 1,500 runners, walkers 
and cyclists plan to enjoy a 3 or 8 mile route through local 
countryside whilst raising £’000s for local charities. Please pray 
for a happy and safe day for all.

Anglican Communion
Sunday 27 May The Anglican Church of Korea The Most Revd 
Onesimus Dongsin Park Primate of the Anglican Church of Korea & 
Bishop of Busan

Monday 28 May Cuttack - (North India) The Rt Revd Surendra  
Kumar Nanda

Tuesday 29 May Cyangugu - (Rwanda) The Rt Revd Nathan Amooti 
Rusengo; Kigali - (Rwanda) The Rt Revd Louis Muvunyi

Wednesday 30 May Cyprus and the Gulf - (Jerusalem & Middle East) 
The Rt Revd Michael Augustine Owen Lewis

Thursday 31 May Daejeon - (Korea) The Revd Moses Nak Jun Yoo

Friday 01 Jun Dallas - (VII, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd George 
Sumner; Suffragan Bishop of Dallas - (VII, The Episcopal Church) The 
Rt Revd Paul Lambert

Saturday 02 Jun Damaturu - (Jos, Nigeria) The Rt Revd  
Abiodun Ogunyemi

27 May-2 Jun Josephine Butler, Social Reformer, 1906WED 30

The Revd Stuart Dimes, Hampton, Bickenhill and Barston writes: 
Please pray for these three parishes as we discern a way ahead for 
sharing the ministry of the gospel in three villages, encouraging 
each other, supporting each other and enabling each other. The 
three communities face huge change with road, rail and future 
housing developments planned. Give thanks for all who helped in 
the interregnum. 

The Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to ElizabethTHU 31

We pray for all those to be confirmed tonight at St John, Perry 
Barr by Bishop Anne.

MON 28

The Revd Lydia Gaston, Young Vocations Champion, Moseley 
writes: Pray for all young people coming to the end of a stage of 
study. Pray for them as they discern their vocation. Pray for those 
who are unsure of their future direction that they might know the 
support of youth workers, the Growing Younger team and me as 
Young Vocations Champion.

TUE 29

The Revd Debbie Collins, Holy Cross, Moseley writes: During half 
term our Messy Church theme is ‘Fruits of the Spirit’ and as we 
dance with the new life that God’s Spirit brings to us here at Holy 
Cross we ask for prayers that God will continue to work creatively 
in these families as new and ongoing relationships are nurtured.

Sunday 27 May
The Community of St John  
the Divine
It is a joy being in our 
new house at Marston 
Green, as we are now 
feeling welcomed 
and settled. We are 
continuing with our 
ministry of spiritual 
accompaniment and 
hosting quiet days for 
individuals and small groups of up to eight people for 
quiet days or meetings. Please pray for the growth and 
development of this ministry of hospitality. 

As a small Community we share much of our life with 
our Associates, people who build a living relationship 
with the Community forming a network of love, prayer 
and service.

Please pray that there will be those wanting to 
explore a commitment as an Associate, or even what 
it means to be a Sister, or an Alongsider living with the 
Community for a short period of time.

Trinity Sunday



Thomas Ken, Bishop of Bath and Wells, Nonjuror, 
Hymn Writer, 1711FRI 8

The Annual Selection Day for Reader Training is being held 
tomorrow at Coleshill Primary School. Please pray for those who 
are preparing for this important day, those that have offered 
themselves for this ministry, the parishes that are supporting 
them, and the team of selectors, that God may give them all true 
discernment and the assurance of his faithfulness.

Columba, Abbot of Iona, Missionary, 597SAT 9

The Revd Denise Jones, St Bernard, Hamstead writes: We pray for 
the continued growth and development of our mission and ministry 
and for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit that, as a church, we may 
be a light and hope to all. Please pray for those who are preparing 
to be baptised and confirmed tomorrow by Bishop David.

Anglican Communion
Sunday 03 Jun The Anglican Church of Melanesia The Most Revd 
George Takeli Archbishop of the Anglican Church of Melanesia and 
Bishop of Central Melanesia

Monday 04 Jun Dar-es-Salaam - (Tanzania) The Rt Revd Valentino Mokiwa

Tuesday 05 Jun Davao - (Philippines) The Rt Revd Jonathan  
Labasan Casimina

Wednesday 06 Jun Delaware - (III, The Episcopal Church) Vacant

Thursday 07 Jun Delhi - (North India) Vacant

Friday 08 Jun Derby - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd Alastair 
Redfern; Derby - Repton - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd Janet 
Elizabeth McFarlane

Saturday 09 Jun Derry & Raphoe - (Armagh, Ireland) The Rt Revd 
Kenneth Raymond Good; Down & Dromore - (Armagh, Ireland) The Rt 
Revd Harold Creeth Miller

3-9 Jun WED 6

The Revd Canon Martin Stephenson writes: In Hall Green we 
give thanks for our partnership in the Gospel as the covenanted 
Churches Together in Hall Green: St Ambrose Barlow (Roman 
Catholic), The Ascension, Hall Green United Community Church 
(Moravian, Methodist and URC), Hall Green Baptist united with 
Trinity URC, Hall Green Quakers, St Michael’s LEP (Anglican/
Methodist) and St Peter’s.

THU 7

Clergy and licensed ministers are meeting today for one of their 
periodic Bishop’s Study mornings. We pray for the continuing 
work of theological education and ministerial development. 
We pray that those who preach and teach in our churches 
may themselves be stimulated and equipped by their ongoing 
reflection and learning.

MON 4

As an increasing number of parents appeal against the school place 
offered to their child, we pray for the appeals teams in this diocese 
hearing the cases. We pray for wisdom and sensitivity for them 
as they deal with tough decisions. We pray for the administrators 
striving to ensure the efficient running of the appeals. 

Boniface (Wynfrith) of Crediton, Bishop,  
Apostle of Germany, Martyr, 754TUE 5

As we give thanks today for St Boniface, we pray for those with 
responsibility for managing our nation’s detachment from the EU 
and for developing an alternative political and economic identity. 
Give guidance especially to those who serve as Members of 
Parliament for constituencies within this diocese, that their work 
may promote the wellbeing of both Church and community. 

Sunday 3 June
Beer Festival

The Revd Alex Lavin, St Giles, Sheldon writes:

If you have never been inside the Church of St Giles 
Sheldon, later this month is your perfect opportunity. Set in 
beautiful surroundings, on 16 June the congregation of this 
medieval church aims to raise even more money this year 
as it hosts its 5th annual Beer Festival. Bringing together 
local craft ales in unique surroundings, thirsty Sheldon 
revellers enjoy an array of craft ales and local ciders, as 
well as plenty of freshly cooked hot and cold food. 

Last year the day led to conversations with many local 
people from the wider community. Please pray for 
all those who are working so hard preparing for this 
massive event, for those who will come through our 
doors and that God will give us the opportunities to 
reach out and engage with them.

Pentecost 3



FRI 15

Please pray for Birmingham Cathedral’s ‘Little Pips’ toddler group 
which meets on Friday mornings. Please pray that the group will 
continue to go from strength to strength and that the parents, 
carers, babies and toddlers will experience God’s love. Please pray 
for more volunteers as they seek to extend that ministry. 

Richard, Bishop of Chichester, 1253SAT 16

The Revd Amanda Howett, St Luke, Birmingham writes: We give 
thanks for the opportunities we have to link with the community 
such as our Toddler Groups, Community Kitchen and other 
activities. Please pray that these will enable God’s love to be 
shown and the name of Jesus made known.

Anglican Communion
Sunday 10 Jun La Iglesia Anglicana de Mexico The Most Revd 
Francisco Moreno Presiding Bishop of La Iglesia Anglicana de Mexico 
& Bishop of Northern Mexico

Monday 11 Jun Diocese on the Coast formerly (Ikale-Ilaje) - (Ondo, 
Nigeria) The Rt Revd Joshua Ogunele

Tuesday 12 Jun Diocese in Europe - (England) The Rt Revd Robert 
Innes; Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese in Europe - (Canterbury, 
England) The Rt Revd David Hamid

Wednesday 13 Jun Eastern Kowloon - (Hong Kong) The Rt Revd 
Timothy Kwok

Thursday 14 Jun Diocese of The Bahamas and The Turks and Caicos 
Islands - (West Indies) The Rt Revd Laish Boyd

Friday 15 Jun Diocese of the Free State (formerly Bloemfontein) - 
(Southern Africa) The Rt Revd Dintoe Letloenyane

Saturday 16 Jun Western Kowloon - (Hong Kong) The Rt Revd 
Andrew Chan

10-16 June WED 13

The Revd Chris Hobbs, St Stephen and St Wulstan, Selly Park 
writes: As a new 4pm service is started, please pray that this will 
lead to new people coming to church and ultimately coming to 
faith in Christ. Please pray there will be enough people coming 
forward to do the extra jobs that are needed.

THU 14

Please pray for the ‘Ageing Better in Birmingham’ teams at 
Birmingham Volunteer Service Centre, in Sparkbrook, Tyburn and 
across Birmingham as they provide solutions to combat social 
isolation that so many people face as they get older. Please 
pray for those of all faiths and none, from all social and ethnic 
backgrounds and from the LGBT community.

Barnabas the ApostleMON 11

Fr Bill Sands, St. Edburgha’s, Yardley writes: Our prayers, here and 
elsewhere, have been answered. We have received a sizeable 
grant from Heritage Lottery Fund to fix our roof and for an 
exhibition space to be developed in a newly refurbished north 
aisle. Thank God and we thank all of you who prayed.

TUE 12

Please pray for the work of ChaplaincyPlus as they serve the 
business community of Birmingham. This year, they are keen to 
see Christians equipped for their mission at work; to work ‘as unto 
the Lord’, and to help them as they reach out to their colleagues. 

Sunday 10 June
Away Day

The Revd Jenny Arnold writes: 

Christ Church, Quinton are away at Hothorpe Hall this 
weekend. We thank God for the staff and the facilities 
of Hothorpe and for the beauty and tranquility of  
the surroundings. 

We pray for refreshment and renewal for all those on 
the weekend away and especially for those who are 
newer to our fellowship. Please pray for our speaker, 
Ruth Hassall, and for those who lead our children and 
young people. Pray that we will all engage with God 
and with each other and that the weekend will bear 
much fruit in the times ahead as we continue to serve 
our neighbourhood.

Pentecost 4



Alban, first Martyr of Britain, c.250FRI 22

The Revd John Flitcroft, All Saints, Four Oaks writes: Please pray 
for the All Saints’ Family Fun Day being held at the Church Centre 
tomorrow. Any money raised will help support some of our young 
people planning to take part in the Diocesan trip to Taizé later in 
the summer.

Etheldreda, Abbess of Ely, c.678SAT 23

Please pray for those to be ordained deacon in St Philip’s 
Cathedral tomorrow: Arif Anees, Sean Clancy, Mandy Harris, 
Catherine Matlock, Gail Rogers, Mark Waterstreet, Carole Young. 
Ask God to equip their training incumbents with the gifts they 
need and bless all among whom they will serve.

Anglican Communion
Sunday 17 Jun The Church of the Province of Myanmar (Burma) 
The Most Revd Stephen Than Myint Oo Archbishop of Myanmar and 
Bishop of Yangon

Monday 18 Jun Dogura - (Papua New Guinea) The Rt Revd  
Tennyson Bogar

Tuesday 19 Jun Dominican Republic - (XI, The Episcopal Church) The 
Rt Revd Moisés Quezada Mota

Wednesday 20 Jun Doko - (Lokoja, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Uriah Kolo

Thursday 21 Jun Dornakal - (South India) The Rt Revd Vadapalli 
Prasada Rao

Friday 22 Jun Dublin & Glendalough - (Dublin, Ireland) The Most Revd 
Michael Geoffrey St Aubyn Jackson

Saturday 23 Jun Duk - (Upper Nile, South Sudan) The Rt Revd Daniel 
Deng Abot; Duk - Ayod Area - (Upper Nile, South Sudan) The Rt Revd 
Thomas Tut

17-23 Jun WED 20

Please pray for all those churches who are running ‘Leading your 
Church into Growth’ Local Courses around the Diocese, and for 
the Champions who will be helping to shape how this learning 
and inspiration can benefit their parish context into the future.

THU 21

The Revd John Bradford writes: Creator God, this Midsummer-
time we thank you for the increased opportunities of longer 
days, for times of achievement and success, for the love and 
encouragement of family and friends, for moments of spiritual 
uplift, discovery and joy, for chances of appreciating nature and 
of being still; in the name of Jesus of the Nazareth countryside, 
your Son our Lord.

MON 18

The Revd Jim Cox, St Mary, Selly Oak asks for prayers for the staff 
and children of their church school.

TUE 19

The Revd Ruth Souter, Christ the King, Erdington writes: Pray for 
St Martin’s and St Margaret’s as we seek to renew our vision and 
mission plan for the next five years. That God ‘will establish the 
work of our hands’ as we seek to reach young families and build 
on our ministry to older folk through the Social Care Project and 
Places of Welcome.

Sunday 17 June
Malawi

In Malawi large man-made pine tree forests are in the 
Viphya Mountains, around Mulanje and Zomba in the 
central region. Timber production for building materials 
and furniture is an important industry for these 
regions. However, many areas in Malawi do suffer from 
deforestation due to excessive logging for charcoal 
production and the use of firewood. Your prayers are 
asked for all those involved in these industries that the 
natural products are used wisely. 

We also give thanks for those developing products 
made from recycled items such as snack and crisp bags 
and those learning new skills such as painting, knitting 
and sewing to make small items to sell.

Pentecost 5



Peter and Paul, ApostlesFRI 29

The Revd Alex Lavin, St Giles, Sheldon writes: Every Friday 
morning we hold ‘Tea and Toast’. Please pray for the team as they 
reach out today to those in need in the community with the offer 
of warmth, company, tea and toast. Loving God, bless those who 
come through our doors, help us always to be welcoming and 
willing to reach out.

SAT 30

From the Transforming Church team: Please pray for the Fresh 
Expressions leaders around the Diocese. We pray that your leaders 
will be given devoted hearts and that they will discern your Word 
with great integrity as they help to grow your Kingdom.

Anglican Communion
Sunday 24 Jun The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) The 
Most Revd Nicholas Okoh Metropolitan & Primate of all Nigeria & 
Bishop of Abuja

Monday 25 Jun Dunedin - (Aotearoa NZ & Polynesia) The Rt Revd 
Steven Benford

Tuesday 26 Jun Dunkwa-on-Offin - (Ghana, West Africa) The Rt Revd 
Edmund Dawson Ahmoah

Wednesday 27 Jun Durgapur - (North India) The Rt Revd Probal Dutta

Thursday 28 Jun Durham - (York, England) The Rt Revd Paul Butler; 
Durham - Jarrow - (York, England) The Rt Revd Mark Watts Bryant

Friday 29 Jun Dutse - (Kaduna, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Yesufu Lumu

Saturday 30 Jun East Carolina - (IV, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd 
Robert Skirving

24-30 Jun WED 27

Those undertaking the initial Reader Training Course are now part 
way through their placement in a nearby parish. This is the first 
year that placements have been undertaken. Please pray for those 
in training, for those who are supervising the placements and for 
Liz Howlett, Director of Reader Training, as she oversees this new 
element of training.

Irenæus, Bishop of Lyons,  
Teacher of the Faith, c.200THU 28

The Revd Sheri Gidney, St Michael, Cofton Hackett and St Andrew, 
Barnt Green writes: ‘Celebrating Women’ meets monthly with 
the aim of ‘getting to know ourselves, each other and God a little 
better’. This is done over cups of tea, Biblical reflection, discussion 
and an activity. Pray for all who will attend tonight, that faith 
would be deepened and friendships grown.

MON 25

The Revd Ruth Atkinson, St Michael and All Angels, Bartley Green 
writes: Please pray for those who use food banks and for their 
struggles with the benefit system. Pray for healing and restoration 
for those who feel marginalised. Give thanks for our schools and 
other groups and individuals who bring food and other items for 
us to distribute through our food bank. 

TUE 26

The Revd Linda Granner, St Mary, Hobs Moat asks for prayers as 
St Mary’s continues to reach out to the local community with the 
love of God. They continue to pray and plan for ways to do this 
including becoming involved in the Junk Food Project.

Sunday 24 June
Ordinations

Please pray for those who were ordained Priest in  
St Philip’s cathedral yesterday : 

Revd Ben Cook St John, Walmley 
Revd Sarah Cooper St John, Perry Barr 
Revd Jenni Crewes St Philip and St James, Hodge Hill 
Revd Nick Drake St Luke, Birmingham 
Revd Sam Gibson Solihull Team 
Revd Helene Horan St Andrew, Chelmsley Wood 
Revd Ann Peachey Knowle Parish Church 
Revd Cath Walker St Michael, Boldmere

Ask that God will pour upon them the riches of his 
Grace as they continue to proclaim the Good News of 
Jesus in their parishes and places of work. 

The picture was taken at their ordination as deacons 
last year.

Pentecost 6



FRI 6

Please pray for God’s wisdom and patience, strength and 
creativity to be given to Jo and Steve Squires, and their children 
Tilly, Zak and Eli, as they begin the journey of planting a new 
church. Pray that God will guide the Squires family in their 
planning so that they are given a clear vision for the future as 
they embark on this journey of faith together.

SAT 7

Please pray for those preparing to be confirmed tomorrow by 
Bishop Anne at St Nicholas and St Peter ad Vincula, Curdworth.

Anglican Communion
Sunday 01 Jul The Church of North India (United) The Most Revd Dr 
Prem Chand Singh Moderator of CNI & Bishop of Jabalpur

Monday 02 Jul East Kerala - (South India) The Rt Revd 
Kayalakkakathu George Daniel

Tuesday 03 Jul East Ruwenzori - (Uganda) The Rt Revd George 
Turyasingura; Karamoja - (Uganda) The Rt Revd Joseph Abura

Wednesday 04 Jul East Tennessee - (IV, The Episcopal Church) The Rt 
Revd Brian Lee Cole

Thursday 05 Jul Eastern Himalayas - (North India) Vacant

Friday 06 Jul Eastern Michigan - (V, The Episcopal Church) The Rt 
Revd Todd Ousley

Saturday 07 Jul Eastern Newfoundland & Labrador - (Canada, 
Canada) The Rt Revd Geoffrey Peddle

1-7 Jul WED 4

From the Education team: We pray for those who are leaving their 
school at whatever stage of education, that they will treasure the 
good memories and put aside the difficult. We pray for courage 
and hope for them as they face the next stage of their lives.

THU 5

Mrs Jill MacDonald, St James, Rounds Green writes that there is 
a good probability that they will adopt the Jesus Shaped People 
course to mature and grow the church. Please pray for a good 
reception for it from the congregation, a willingness to engage 
with the material, and an increased desire for the growth of the 
Kingdom in their patch.

MON 2

Please pray for The Pastoral Care Project which raises awareness of 
the spiritual needs of the frail elderly. The charity trustees ask for 
prayers for additional trustees and particularly for prayers for those 
who have dementia and that their spiritual needs will be met.

Thomas the ApostleTUE 3

Please pray for all those involved in supporting world mission. 
We pray for a worldwide Church that helps us to understand 
more fully the work of God through Jesus Christ, reminds us of 
our responsibility to care for all creation and challenges us to live 
according to a more just world economy. We pray for the links of 
partnership that we continue to develop with Malawi and Bolivia. 

Sunday 1 July
General Synod

We pray for the General Synod meeting in York this 
weekend; that it will be fruitful in its discussions and 
decisions. We pray for all who will attend from this 
diocese; for Bishop David and for our elected members 
Catherine Grylls, Simon Heathfield, Priscilla White 
(House of Clergy) and Ben Franks, Rachel Jepson, Geoff 
Shuttleworth, (House of Laity).

We pray particularly for the various diocesan 
environmental motions that are to be debated. We pray 
for the General Synod Environmental Group chaired 
by the Revd Canon Catherine Grylls from Birmingham. 
We pray for her and for all the members of CofE’s 
Environmental Working Group, chaired by the Rt Revd 
Nick Holtam, Bishop of Salisbury. 

Pentecost 7



FRI 13

The Revd Stuart Dimes, Barston writes: Please pray for the St 
Swithin’s festival this weekend; for good weather, for fun times, 
for all who visit the many things happening. Please pray for a 
wonderful celebration of all things St Swithin’s on Sunday, as 
Bishop David comes and joins us. 

John Keble, Priest, Tractarian, Poet, 1866SAT 14

The Revd Fiona Harrison-Smith, St Gabriel, Weoley Castle writes: 
God of the poor, we pray for the Weoley Castle Festival today; 
that our estate may work together to be joy, hope and life to our 
neighbours. Pray for those who feel they are alone in life and for 
those who have lost hope in the compassion of others. 

Anglican Communion
Sunday 08 Jul The Church of Pakistan (United) The Most Revd Humphrey 
Peters Bishop of Peshawar & Moderator of the Church of Pakistan

Monday 09 Jul Eastern Oregon - (VIII, The Episcopal Church) The Rt 
Revd Patrick Bell

Tuesday 10 Jul Eastern Zambia - (Central Africa) The Rt Revd  
William Mchombo

Wednesday 11 Jul Easton - (III, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd 
Santosh Marray; Eau Claire - (V, The Episcopal Church) The Revd 
William Jay Lambert

Thursday 12 Jul Edinburgh - (Scotland) The Rt Revd John Armes

Friday 13 Jul Edmonton - (Rupert’s Land, Canada) The Rt Revd  
Jane Alexander

Saturday 14 Jul Egba - (Lagos, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Emmanuel 
Adekunle; Egba West - (Lagos, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Samuel Ajani

8-14 Jul Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, 
Father of Western Monasticism, c.550WED 11

Please pray for our flower arranging teams across the diocese. as 
they work to decorate our churches with the glory of the natural 
world, reflecting the beauty of the changing seasons. We give 
thanks for the gift of time and creativity given in this ministry. 

THU 12

Emily Hoe, Children and Families Missioner asks: Please pray for 
all CFM teams and leaders as we discern the way ahead, making 
the projects we’ve started sustainable. We pray that we are 
enabled to encourage the children we have regular contact with 
to grow in their faith and relationship with God, and for our busy 
leaders and families. 

MON 9

The Revd Duncan Strathie, St Anne, Moseley writes: St Anne’s is 
developing a range of community events to draw local people 
into church and grow relationships. Pray for the impact of 
summer social events, concerts, our Art Exhibition and other 
seasonal events throughout the year, giving thanks for the people 
who are being reached.

TUE 10

We pray for charities working in Malawi to promote safe 
childbirth. We remember especially Ammalife and the research 
and practical action they undertake. We pray also for the recent 
meetings and exchanges of knowledge of Ammalife with the 
Malawi Task Group and the Mothers’ Union so that together we 
may raise awareness of maternity needs in Malawi. 

Sunday 8 July
Readers

There are now more than 230 Readers in active ministry 
across the dioceses. Readers are licensed by the Bishop 
for a ministry of ‘preaching and teaching in a pastoral 
context’. This takes many, many forms.

Please give thanks for the diversity and giftedness 
represented amongst them. Please pray particularly 
for those Readers who are Deanery Assistant Wardens, 
sharing with the Warden of Readers in the pastoral care 
and encouragement of their fellow Readers. We give 
thanks for the fellowship of the Birmingham Readers 
Association; Secretary Mike Lynch, Registrar and Initial 
Selection Secretaries, Ian Crockford and Juliet Bakker.

As the Diocesan ‘People & Places’ and ‘Shaping the 
Future’ initiatives develop, please pray that existing 
Readers and those yet to emerge may be released, with 
all God’s people, to contribute fully to the life and mission 
of Christ’s Church.
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FRI 20

Eternal Father, your love inspires us to create wonderful things, 
and to fashion works which reflect your divine beauty; we give 
you thanks and praise for stained glass windows, a hymn of praise 
in glass to your glory. As they illuminate our churches, so may 
we illuminate your world, that our hearts may be filled with your 
goodness, and our lives be radiant with your splendour.

SAT 21

The Revd Deb Buckley, Smethwick Old Church writes: Please pray 
for the joint work being undertaken by Smethwick Old Church 
and the Dorothy Parkes Centre and, in particular, for the Summer 
Fair today which will celebrate the legacy of Dorothy Parkes, past 
and present.

Anglican Communion
Sunday 15 Jul The Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea The Most 
Revd Allan Migi Archbishop of Papua New Guinea

Monday 16 Jul Egbu - (Owerri, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Geoffrey Okoroafor

Tuesday 17 Jul Egypt - (Jerusalem & Middle East) The Rt Revd 
Mouneer Hanna Anis; Area Bishop for the Horn of Africa - (Jerusalem 
& Middle East) Vacant; Area Bishop for North Africa - (Jerusalem & 
Middle East) The Rt Revd Samy Fawzy

Wednesday 18 Jul Eha - Amufu - (Enugu, Nigeria) The Rt Revd  
Daniel Olinya

Thursday 19 Jul El Camino Real - (VIII, The Episcopal Church) The Rt 
Revd Mary Gray-Reeves

Friday 20 Jul Ekiti Oke - (Ondo, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Isaac Olubowale

Saturday 21 Jul El Salvador - (Central America) The Rt Revd Juan 
David Alvarado Melgar

15-21 Jul WED 18

Please pray for our Children’s and Families Missioners as they 
continue to develop spiritually enriching family ministry in 
churches across the Diocese.

Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, and his sister Macrina, 
Deaconess, Teachers of the Faith, c.394 and c.379THU 19

The Revd Canon Dr Matthew Rhodes, Mothers’ Union Diocesan 
Chaplain writes: Many of us take the freedom to go on holiday 
for granted. Please pray for the work of AFIA (Away From It All), a 
Mothers’ Union initiative that helps provide holidays for families 
in need in Birmingham. 

MON 16

The Revd Deb Buckley, Area Dean, Warley asks: Please pray for 
all those preparing for Confirmation on Sunday at the Warley 
Deanery service at Holy Trinity, Smethwick. May all those being 
confirmed and all who attend the service enjoy God’s presence 
and blessing.

TUE 17

There are more than 7000 staff working at Birmingham Airport 
from ground handlers to bus drivers, fuellers to caterers, and 
cleaners to office staff. We pray for all these workers and for the 
Chaplaincy Team who support both staff and passengers at this 
busy holiday time of year.

Sunday 15 July
Garretts Green

The Revd Susan Larkin, St Thomas, Garretts Green writes: 

We are planning for a very busy summer at St Thomas 
Church. In August we plan to repeat last year’s activities 
which engaged a lot of children, young people and 
families from the local community. Each week we will 
be delivering two play days for younger children, an 
activity day for teenagers and two Holiday Kitchen days 
for families who experience food poverty.

We have a brilliant team of volunteers aged 16 - 80+ 
from the church and community; just a few of them in 
the photo. Please pray for sufficient resources, both 
human and financial; for lots of stamina, love, patience, 
laughter and opportunities for Jesus conversations. 

We pray that everyone involved whether as a volunteer 
or as a participant will learn, grow and experience more 
of the love and power of God in their lives.
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Websites

www.pray-as-you-go.org

•  Daily prayer for your mp3 player from the British Jesuits.

•    Play or download from the website or subscribe to  
free podcasts.

 www.rejesus.co.uk 

•   A site designed for people wanting to know more about the 
Christian faith in the 21st Century. 

www.embody.co.uk

•  Large resources for prayer and life coaching.

 www.experientialworship.com

•   Large collection of prayer resources for heart, mind, body  
and soul.

www.birminghamcathedral.com

•   Keep up-to-date with all that is happening at the Mother 
Church of the diocese.

www.chaplaincyplus.org.uk

•   Serving the professional business community in Birmingham 
by being part of daily business life.

www.birminghamprayerwall.com

•   An online resource, connecting a community of prayer  
across Birmingham.

www.loveyourneighbour.org

•   A campaign to encourage people to get to know their 
neighbours, invest in communities and to reach out with  
acts of kindness.

Do you have a story?

Do you have a story you would like included in this prayer 
diary? Please submit your prayer at www.cofe.io/PT or email 
CaraB@cofebirmingham.com

LARGE PRINT VERSION
If you would like a large print 
version of this booklet, please 
contact the communications 
department on 0121 426 0439.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

*The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



“So God created the 
great sea creatures and 
every living creature 
that moves, with which 
the waters swarm, 
according to their kinds, 
and every winged bird 
according to its kind.” 
Genesis 1:21 
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